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Get To Know San Diego County

ĻSan Diego CountyĴs History and Identity
ĻFavorite Places and Fun Facts
ĻCounty of San Diego (COSD)



Native American History
Dates back ~10,000 years.
- San Dieguito Pattern (nomadic game hunters)
- La Jolla Complex 
- Late Period Kumeyaay/

Luiseno Cuyamaca Complex

19 federally recognized Indian 
tribes in Southern California



Early Explorers -1542
- Spanish Explorer Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo 

arrived by sea on September 28, 1542.  
- He named the 

area San Miguel.

Cabrillo National Monument



Early Explorers -1602 and 1769
- In 1602, Sebastian Vizcaino arrived in the area.
- In 1769, Father JuniperoSerra established the first missionary 

settlement.

- The San Diego Presido, a military outpost of Spanish California, 
was also established in 1769.  

- The town of San Diego grew up at the base of the outpost in the 
1820s.



Spanish Influences
ĻSpanish Period Ķ1769-1821ķ
ıSpanish grew grapes, olives, oranges, lemons and a variety of 

vegetables.
ıBuilt small dams and irrigation canals.
ıIntroduced cattle, sheep, and horses.



Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo
ĻThe treaty was signed Feb 2, 1848
ĻIt ended the Mexican-American War (1846-

1848)



State of California was est. in1850
ĻIn 1850, the County of San Diego was one of the 

original 27 counties formed.
ĻThe 1850 census counted a total population of 2,300 

in San Diego.
ĻIn 1867, Alonzo Horton established a new town on 

San Diego Bay.
ĻPlans for a railroad connection surfaced in 1869.  

However, the first rail lines followed the easy 
topography route to Los Angeles.
ĻThe entire county had a population of 8,618 in 1880.



Early San Diego County History
ĻIn 1884, Helen Hunt Jackson wrote the novel 

Ramona.
Intended to be a sort of Uncle TomĴs Cabin
about Mexican and Yankee
mistreatment of the native 
peoples.



Beach and Bay Lifestyles
ĻIn 1885, a consortium led by Elisha Babcock and 

Hampton Story purchased a large peninsula
in San Diego Bay.
ĻIn 1888, work began on the Hotel del Coronado.


